
 

March 9, 2025, 11 am  
Olean First Presbyterian Church 

First Sunday of  Lent 
 
Prelude ~ Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier ~ J. S. Bach   
 
Good Morning Saints 
 
Announcements  

Please sign the friendship pads and include your contact info, email, phone, and text. 
We want to make sure we can communicate better with you. 

 
Choral Introit 
 
God is Good 
Everyday 
And Everyday 
God is Good 
 
Call to Worship  
 The season of  Lent sets us on a journey. 
 The journey begins in the wilderness.  
 We follow the way of  Jesus, who faced trials, trouble, temptation, and testing. 
 Like Jesus, we are not alone.  
 The Holy Spirit is with us. God’s Word is on our lips.  
 Our call is to trust in God alone and to do God’s will in all things.  
 For God leads us not only into the wilderness but also through it. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 God Most High, thank you for signs of  your power and grace, shown to us even in the wil-
 derness. Give us courage to stand firm in your Word in every time of  trial and testing, that 
 we may enter the land of  your freedom and receive the salvation you so generously give; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Children’s Time 
 
*Hymn ~ Now Thank We All Our God ~ No. 643 
 Now thank we all our God 
 with heart and hands and voices, 
 who wondrous things hath done, 
 in whom this world rejoices; 
 who, from our mothers' arms, 
 hath blessed us on our way 
 with countless gifts of  love, 
 and still is ours today. 



 

 O may this bounteous God 
 through all our life be near us, 
 with ever joyful hearts 
 and blessed peace to cheer us; 
 and keep us in God's grace, 
 and guide us when perplexed, 
 and free us from all ills 
 in this world and the next. 
 
 All praise and thanks to God, 
 who reigns in highest heaven, 
 to Father and to Son 
 and Spirit now be given: 
 the one eternal God, 
 whom heaven and earth adore, 
 the God who was, and is, 
 and shall be evermore. 
 
Prayers of  the People 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Presentation of  the Offering 
 
*Doxology ~ No. 606 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,   

all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

  
*Prayer of  Thanksgiving 
 
Anthem ~ Passion Chorale ~ Felix Mendelssohn  
 
Passing of  the Peace 
 
Prayer for Illumination ~ No. 455  

Listen to the word that God has spoken; 
listen to the One who is close at hand; 
listen to the voice that began creation; 
listen even if  you don’t understand. 

 



 

Readings 
 Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
 1When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an  inheritance 

 to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of  the first of  all the 

 fruit of  the ground, which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, 

 and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a 

 dwelling for his name. 3You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to 

 him, “Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord 

 swore to our ancestors to give us.” 4When the priest takes the basket from your hand and 

 sets it down before the altar of  the Lord your  God, 5you shall make this response before 

 the Lord your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and 

 lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and pop-

 ulous. 6When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on 

 us, 7we cried  to the Lord, the God of  our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our 

 affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8The Lord brought us out of  Egypt with a mighty 

 hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of  power, and with signs and won-

 ders; 9and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and 

 honey. 10So now I bring the first of  the fruit of  the ground that you, O Lord, have given 

 me.” You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your 

 God. 11Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall cele-

 brate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house. 
 

 Luke 4:1-13 

 1Jesus, full of  the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wil-

 derness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during 

 those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3The devil said to him, “If  you are 

 the Son of  God, command this stone to become a loaf  of  bread.” 4Jesus answered him, “It 

 is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’” 5Then the devil led him up and showed him 

 in an instant all the kingdoms of  the world. 6And the devil said to him, “To you I will give 

 their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I 

 please. 7If  you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8Jesus answered him, “It is writ-

 ten, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 9Then the devil took him to Jerusa-

 lem, and placed him on the pinnacle of  the temple, saying to him, “If  you are the Son of  

 God, throw yourself  down from here, 10for it is written, ‘He will command his angels con-

 cerning you, to protect you,’ 11and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will 

 not dash your foot against a stone.’” 12Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord 

 your God to the test.’” 13When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until 

 an opportune time. 
  

 The Word of  God 

 The Word of  Life 



 

Message 

 
Music for Meditation 
 
Hymn ~ God Be with You Till We Meet Again ~ No. 542 
 God be with you till we meet again; 
 loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
 with a shepherd's care enfold you: 
 God be with you till we meet again. 
 
 God be with you till we meet again; 
 unseen wings protecting hide you, 
 daily manna still provide you: 
 God be with you till we meet again. 
 
 God be with you till we meet again; 
 when life's perils thick confound you, 
 put unfailing arms around you: 
 God be with you till we meet again. 
 
 God be with you till we meet again; 
 keep love's banner floating o'er you; 
 smite death's threatening wave before you: 
 God be with you till we meet again. 
 
Benediction  
 
Choral Benediction  
 
Postlude ~ Postlude in G Major ~ J. S. Bach 
 
(Music permission by One License: 734848-A) 

Today’s flowers are given in gra�tude and love for 

my wonderful church family by Lanna Waterman. 



 

Brunch at RocketCup Coffee Company 

Tuesday, March 11th, 10am 

116 West State Street 

Plan�to�stay�for�our�2nd�Sunday�

pot�luck�luncheon�following�

worship�today.� 

All�are�welcome�� 

Dinner Out at Napoli’s  

Wednesday, March 26th at 5pm 

Sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall 

Join us for food, fun and fellowship!  



 

Prayer List 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday to: 
11 ~ Kara McGonnell Miller 
13 ~ Marlene Levine       

Margaret Quigley Emily Kennedy Matt Isenberg 

Judy Sanchez Martin Hatch Craig Polson 

Joe Gullo David Chase Ewoldt 

Dale Isenberg Diane Trippany Avrie Sinesiou 

Joseph Kwiatkowski Alyssa Daly and Family Renee Ensell 

Ken Stebbins Punkie & Craig Sinesiou  Kim Whitney 

Judi Blair Barbara Compher Carol Bess  

Thomas Burian  Sylvia Lynch  

**Please let the office know who can be removed and who needs to be added. 
Thank you for your help! ** 

CHURCH CALENDAR WEEK OF 3/2/25 
 

   Sunday – March 9  9:30am Bible Study 
       11am Worship  
       Noon Pot Luck Lunch 
    
   Monday - March 10  12:30pm Interfaith Caregivers in Fellowship Hall 
 
   Tuesday - March 11  10am Brunch at RocketCup 
       6:30pm Scouts  
 
   Wednesday - March 12 4pm MEF Meeting 
       5:30pm CE Meeting 
 
   Thursday - March 13  4pm Deacons 
       5:30pm BYO Dinner 
       6:30pm Vespers 
       6:30 Scouts 
       7pm Choir 
       7pm Bible Study 
 
   Friday - March 14  10am Coffee & Conversation at N Union Tim Hortons 
       7:30pm Fish Club 
 
   Sunday – March 16  9:30am Bible Study 
       11am Worship       
              
   If you wish to speak with Pastor Bruce, please call 716-378-6773. 


