
 

April 6, 2025, 11 am 
Olean First Presbyterian Church 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Prelude  
 

Good Morning Saints 
 
Announcements  
 
Choral Introit 
 
God is Good 
Everyday 
And Everyday 
God is Good 
 
Call to Worship 
 God makes a way out of  no way. 
 God sees our tears and turns them into joy. 
 God makes the impossible possible 
 and sees the desperate needs of  all people. 
 Come close, healing Lord, and receive our worship. 
 
Opening prayer 
 Creator God, you have formed us as your own, so whether we are weeping or laughing, 
 dreaming or shouting for joy, we are always coming home to you. For all  this and more, we 
 thank you in Jesus? name. Amen. 
 
Children’s Time 
 
Call to Confession 
 If  we ask God to restore us to the way we have been, then we have not asked for as 
 much as God intends to give. God is not content simply to return or restore us to former 
 things. Instead, God seeks to give the gift of  resurrection—a new and abundant life.  
 With confidence in God’s generosity, we confess our sins and seek the new life  offered in 
 Jesus Christ. 
 
Prayer of  Confession 
 Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to un-
 do. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and 
 what has become for us a consuming fire of  judgment. Set us free  from a past that 
 we cannot change; open to us a future in which we can be changed; and grant us 
 grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image, through Jesus Christ, the 
 light of  the world. Amen. 



 

Declaration of  Forgiveness 
 Our righteousness comes through faith in Christ, who has made us his own. Hear the  good 
 news! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. The old life has passed away—and a new life has be-
 gun.  
 Forgetting what lies behind, and straining forward to what lies ahead, we press 
 on toward the heavenly call of  God in Christ Jesus. 
 
*Hymn ~ When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ~ No. 223 
 When I survey the wondrous cross 
 on which the Prince of  glory died, 
 my richest gain I count but loss, 
 and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
 save in the death of  Christ my God; 
 all the vain things that charm me most, 
 I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
 sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
 did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
 or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
 Were the whole realm of  nature mine, 
 that were a present far too small; 
 love so amazing, so divine, 
 demands my soul, my life, my all. 
  
Prayers of  the People 
  
Minute for Mission ~ One Great Hour of  Sharing, Craig Polson 
 
Presentation of  the Offering 
 
*Doxology ~ No. 606 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,   

all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
*Prayer of  Thanksgiving 
 
Anthem  
 
Passing of  the Peace 
 



 

Prayer for Illumination  
Listen to the word that God has spoken; 
listen to the One who is close at hand; 
listen to the voice that began creation; 
listen even if  you don’t understand. 

 
Readings 
 Psalm 126 
 1When the Lord restored the fortunes of  Zion, we were like those who dream. 
 2Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of  joy; then it was 
 said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
 3The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 
 4Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the Negeb. 
 5May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of  joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with 
 shouts of  joy, carrying their sheaves. 
 
 John 12:1-11 
 1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of  Lazarus, whom he had 
 raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was 
 one of  those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of  costly perfume made of  pure 
 nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fra-
 grance of  the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of  his disciples (the one who was about to 
 betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the mon-
 ey given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he 
 was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, 
 “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of  my burial. 8You al-
 ways have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 9When the great crowd of  
 the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only because of  Jesus but also to see Laz-
 arus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10So the chief  priests planned to put Lazarus to 
 death as well, 11since it was on account of  him that many of  the Jews were deserting and 
 were believing in Jesus. 
 
 The Word of  God 
 The Word of  Life 

 

Message 

 

Music for Meditation 
 
The Lord’s Table 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 



 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right and our greatest joy 
to give you thanks and praise,    
O God of  mercy and might. 
In your wisdom, you made all things 
and sustain them by your power. 
You have called forth men and women in every age 
to be your servants and speak your word. 
When we rebelled against your call 
and turned from your ways, 
in your love you called us back to you. 
You delivered us from captivity, 
and made covenant to be our sovereign God. 
You sent prophets to call us to justice and compassion. 
Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with the choirs of  heaven 
and with all the faithful of  every time and place, 
who forever sing to the glory of  your name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of  power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest 
 
You are holy, O God of  majesty, 
and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
in whom you have revealed yourself, 
our light and our salvation. 
Baptized in Jordan’s waters, 
Jesus took his place with sinners 
and your voice proclaimed him your beloved. 
Your Spirit anointed him 
to bring good news to the poor, 
to proclaim release to the captives, 
to restore sight to the blind, 
to free the oppressed. 
He lived among us in power and grace, 
touching broken lives with your healing peace. 



 

By the baptism of  his suffering, death, and resurrection 
you gave birth to your church, 
and made with us a new covenant 
by water and the Spirit. 
O God, as you once claimed us in the Spirit’s waters 
and number us among your own beloved, 
give us power to do your work, to show your love, 
and to live holy and joyful lives. 
Keep us faithful in your service 
until Christ comes in final victory 
and we shall feast with all your saints 
in the joy of  your eternal realm. 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 
We pray the prayer he taught. 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
The Communion of  the People 
 

*Hymn ~ Fight the Good Fight ~ No. 846 

 Fight the good fight with all thy might. 
 Christ is thy strength and Christ thy right. 
 Lay hold on life, and it shall be 
 thy joy and crown eternally. 
 
 Run the straight race through God's good grace; 
 lift up thine eyes, and seek Christ's face. 
 Life with its way before us lies; 
 Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 
 
 Cast care aside; lean on thy guide. 
 God's boundless mercy will provide. 
 Trust, and thy trusting soul shall prove 
 Christ is its life, and Christ its love. 
 
 Faint not nor fear: God's arms are near. 
 God changeth not, and thou art dear. 
 Only believe, and thou shalt see 
 that Christ is all in all to thee. 
 
*Benediction 
 



 

*Choral Benediction 
 
Postlude  
 
(Music permission by One License: 734848-A) 
 

Today's flowers are given by Diane Clark in memory of my mother, 

Carol M. Clark.  I miss you and love you on your special day. 

Easter Memorial order forms 

are available in Fellowship 

Hall.   

Orders are due TODAYTODAYTODAYTODAY. 

Next�Sunday,�April�13th,�is�our�

2nd�Sunday�Luncheon.�If�you�

are�able�to,�please�bring�a�dish�

to�pass.�If�not,�plan�to�attend�

anyway �� 



 

Saturday, April 12th, 8am 

Perkins 

See you there! 

 
Maundy Thursday Service 

 
Thursday, April 17th, 

6:30pm 
 

Join us for a  
Chapel Service. 

Dinner Out 

April 30th, 5pm 

Kopper Keg  

11 East Main St., Cuba 

Join us for food, fun and fellowship! 
Please sign up in Fellowship Hall. 



 

Prayer List 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday to:      Happy Anniversary to: 
7 ~ Sean Carr       8 ~ John & Susan Hausman 
8 ~ Matt Isenberg 
12 ~ Kristie Price-Lindhome 

Margaret Quigley Emily Kennedy Matt Isenberg 

Judy Sanchez Martin Hatch Craig Polson 

Joe Gullo David Chase Ewoldt 

Dale Isenberg Diane Trippany Avrie Sinesiou 

Joseph Kwiatkowski Alyssa Daly and Family Renee Ensell 

Ken Stebbins Punkie & Craig Sinesiou  Kim Whitney 

Judi Blair Barbara Compher Carol Bess  

Thomas Burian  Sylvia Lynch Bruce Levine 

**Please let the office know who can be removed and who needs to be added. 
Thank you for your help! ** 

CHURCH CALENDAR WEEK OF 4/6/25 
 

   Sunday – April 6  9:30am Bible Study 
       11am Worship ~ Communion  
 
   Monday - April 7  4pm Session 
       7pm Friends of Good Music Meeting in Fellowship  
        
   Tuesday - April 8  5:30pm Scout Meeting in Fellowship Hall 
       6:30pm Scouts  
 
   Wednesday - April 9  5pm CE Meeting   
 
   Thursday - April 10  4pm Deacons Meeting 
       5:30pm BYO Dinner 
       6:30pm Vespers 
       6:30 Scouts 
       7pm Choir 
       7pm Bible Study 
 
   Friday - April 11  10am Coffee & Conversation at N Union Tim Hortons 
       7:30pm Fish Club 
    
   Saturday - April 12   8am Men’s Breakfast at Perkins  
 
   Sunday – April 13  9:30am Bible Study 
       11am Worship ~ Palm Sunday 
       Noon Pot Luck Lunch 


