
ASH WEDNESDAY 

February 18, 2026, 5:30pm 
 

GATHERI	G 

 

Prelude  
 
Call to Worship (Bold type congregation reads.) 
  Let us worship God. 
 God sent Christ into the world not to condemn the world, but that the  
 world might be saved through him. 
 
Prayer of  the Day 
 Almighty God, you despise nothing you have made and you forgive the sins of  all 
 who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts, that truly repenting of  our 
 sins, and acknowledging our brokenness, we may obtain from you, the God of  all 
 mercy, full pardon and forgiveness;  through your Son, Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Hymn ~ Be Still My Soul 
 Be still, my soul; the Lord is on thy side; 
  Bear patiently the cross of  grief  or pain;  
 Leave to thy God to order and provide;  
 In every change He faithful will remain. 
 Be still, my soul; thy best, thy heavenly, Friend 
 Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 
 Be still, my soul; thy God doth undertake 
 To guide the future as He has the past. 
 Thy hope, thy confidence, let nothing shake; 
 All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
 Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
 His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below. 
 
 Be still, my soul; the hour is hastening on 
 When we shall be forever with the Lord,  
 When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,  
 Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 
 Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
 All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 
 

Prayer of  Confession 
 Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. 
 Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and 
 what has become for us a consuming fire of  judgment. Set us free from a past that 
 we cannot change; open to us a future in which we can be changed; and grant us 
 grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image; through Jesus Christ, the 
 light of  the world. 



Declaration of  Forgiveness  
 The mercy of  the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you, in the name of  
 Jesus Christ,  you are forgiven.  May the God of  mercy, who forgives you all your sins, 
 strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
 

Hebrew Scripture Psalm 51 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 
 mercy blot  out my transgressions.  
 2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  
 3For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  
 4Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are 
 justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.  
 6You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.  
 7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.  
 9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.  
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.  
 11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.  
 12Restore to me the joy of  your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.  
 13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.  
 14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of  my salvation, and my tongue will sing 
 aloud of  your deliverance.  
 15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.  
 16For you have no delight in sacrifice; if  I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be 
 pleased.  
 17The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, 
 you will not despise.  
 18Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; rebuild the walls of  Jerusalem,  
 19then you will delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then 
 bulls will be offered on your altar.  
 
Epistle and Confession of  Faith Philippians 2:1-11 
 If  then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
 Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of  the same mind, having 
 the same love, being in full accord and of  one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
 conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of  you look not to 
 your own interests, but to the interests of  others. Let the same mind be in you that was in 
 Christ Jesus, 

 who, though he was in the form of  God, did not regard equality with God as some
 thing to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of  a slave being born in 
 human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself  and  
 became obedient to the point of  death even death on a cross. Therefore God also 
 highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
 name of  Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
 earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of  
 God. 



Gospel Reading ~ Matthew 6:1-6,16-21  
 1“Beware of  practicing your righteousness before others in order to be seen by them, for 
 then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
 2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 
 the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, 
 they have received their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 
 what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in secret, and your Father 
 who sees in secret will reward you. 
 5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to stand and pray in 
 the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell 
 you, they have received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut 
 the door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will 
 reward you. 
 16 “And whenever you fast, do not look somber, like the hypocrites, for they mark their fac-
 es to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  
 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face,  
 18 so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your  
 Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 
 where thieves break in and steal,  
 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes 
 and where thieves do not break in and steal.  
 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

Receiving Ashes  
 

THE EUCHARIST 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give you our thanks and praise. 
 
 Eternal God, creator and ruler of  the universe, You are our God, and we are the creatures 
 of  your hand. You made us from the dust of  the earth, breathed into us the breath of  life, 
 and set us in your world to love and serve you. When we rejected your love and ignored 
 your wisdom, you did not reject us. You loved us still and called us to turn again to you in 
 obedience and in love. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the heavenly choirs 
 and with all the faithful of  every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of  your 
 name: 



 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, heaven and earth are full of  your 
 glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 You are holy, O God of  majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Out of  
 your great love for the world, you sent Jesus among us to set us free from the tyranny of  
 evil. He lived as one of  us, sharing our joys and sorrows. By his dying and rising, he  
 releases us from bondage to sin and frees us from the dominion of  death. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for-
 give us our debts, as we forgive our debt�rs. And lead us not into temptation, but  
 deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
 Amen. 

 

I Corinthians 11:23-26 
 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he 
 was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my 
 body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of  me.” In the same way, after supper he 
 took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you 
 drink it, in remembrance of  me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
 proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
Communion of  the People  
 
Prayer 
 

SE	DI	G 
 

Hymn ~ Be Thou My Vision 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of  my heart;  
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art;  
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night,  
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 
 I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;  
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

 
High King of  Heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heav’n’s Sun! 
Heart of  my own heart, whatever befall,  
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of  all. 

 
Blessing 

 
Postlude  


